
 

 
AP Seminar: Student-driven interdisciplinary thinking, collaboration, and academic research  

 
 
Glance at Summer To-Do’s… 
 

✅ ...Read welcome and course overview 
 
✅ ...Review summer work prompts 
 
✅ ...Complete summer work and submit during first week of Fall Semester 

👐 ...Reach out to Mr. Hesse with any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Howdy and What Is This Again?― 
Welcome to this “thinking class.”  I’m so pumped to learn along with you.  As much fun as we will have, it is 
important to stress that AP Seminar will be difficult.  It is a rigorous, interdisciplinary course demanding 
strong research, analysis, and argument skills.  Here is a class description provided by the College Board:  
 

The AP Seminar course is a foundational course that engages you in cross-curricular conversations that explore the complexities of 
academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent perspectives. The course aims to empower you with the ability to 
analyze and evaluate information with accuracy and precision in order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. The 
goals of this course are to empower you by:  
 
❏ engaging with rigorous college-level curricula focused on the skills necessary for successful college completion; 
❏ extending your abilities to synthesize information from multiple perspectives and apply skills in new situations and 

cross-curricular contexts; 
❏ enabling you to collect and analyze information with accuracy and precision; 
❏ cultivating your abilities to craft, communicate, and define evidence-based arguments; and providing opportunities for you 

to practice disciplined and scholarly research skills while exploring relevant topics that appeal to your interests and 
curiosity. 

 
...It is important to be realistic about the challenge of this course. That said, though rigorous, the course is 
largely driven by student choice, an extremely exciting opportunity to formalize study of subjects you are 
already passionate about.  And, AP Seminar is also a course that encourages students to leverage prior 
learning. Below is a graphic created by the College Board illustrating how previous AP work can intersect with 
AP Seminar, and non-AP courses have this same exciting potential for intersection... 



 

 
...That is a powerful illustration of how skills and content knowledge previously acquired from both AP and 
non-AP studies can be potently repurposed for this course.  Further, the walls are increasingly coming 
down between subjects (in fact, they’ve been “down” for a while and education systems are playing catchup). 
We need expert learners who can talk across subjects so that sophisticated inquiry can occur as fluidly as 
possible.  Just look again at the ring of discipline categories in the diagram above, and think about how much 
the current pandemic touches on a vast array of studies.  Covid-19 is being aggressively addressed by our 
SCIENTIFIC community, the ECONOMIC impacts are discussed daily, HISTORICAL approaches to 
previous pandemics inform POLICY decisions today, our SOCIAL/CULTURAL lives have changed 
dramatically as the ARTISTIC community considers how best to represent the current crisis and how best to 
distribute that representation to the public.  “Distribution”...now, that’s getting back into ECONOMIC 
studies...well...you get the point.  Every complex problem is an array of interwoven dynamics that touch on 
multiple academic fields.  AP Seminar lives directly rooted in this reality.  Pretty cool, right?  
 
 
Required summer work― 
Follow the hyperlinks below to extended instructions for each summarized task.  The tasks are linked as “View 
only.”  To create your own response documents, go to the toolbar near the top of the task docs and click 
on “File,” then “Make a Copy,” and you’ll have the ability to save your own version of the prompts to 



 
work within (NOTE: this process is not required for Task #3, as it is a close-reading task for which students will 
be assessed in class during the first week of instruction).  As Fall semester approaches and our Google 
classroom is created, you’ll be instructed to attach your Google doc version of each Task to the appropriate 
assignment window. And, a quick note on point-values: five points are a lot in my courses.  I keep my point 
totals very low so that everything you are asked to do counts.  There are 20 points on the table for the three 
tasks below; in my classes, that is equivalent to a formal essay or unit test.  Okay, get after it and let me know 
if I can be of further assistance.  Happy to help with these...  
 

❏ Task #1: This task requires you to practice the kind of interdisciplinary “categorizing” that will be required 
regularly during AP Seminar. [5 points] 
 

❏ Task #2: This assignment requires you to find a common theme/issue existing within multiple readings across 
an array of text types, and then you must compose an essay argument based on your own perspective regarding 
the theme/issue that you identify.  [5 points] 
 

❏ Task #3: Closely read the 2019 Free-Response questions and reading materials that the questions are based 
upon. Then, read the Student Answer Examples / Commentary (Part A) and Student Answer Examples / 
Commentary (Part B).  As you read, keep in mind that various first-week assessments/activities will be based 
on your reading these documents. “Close-reading” in this case means mentally considering your own potential 
response to the questions, understanding the similarities and differences between each Student Answer example, 
so that you can more deeply comprehend the scoring rationale provided in the Commentary sections. At the 
same time that doing so will help you get first-week points, you will also be receiving a crucial glimpse of the 
assessment criteria AP graders use when scoring your responses for this question type.  [10 points]  
 
 

...I am thrilled to be your facilitator for this course.  I know that the  
current school closure may make a variety of unexpected concerns 
arise, but I am confident that I can put you at ease regarding AP 
Seminar. So, again, please reach out this summer if you have any 
questions, big or small.  

Douglas Hesse, M.A. English  
dhesse@chicousd.org 

 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NZRXqUYxMHydzsXR6me5xmOQRyoS0w8xR_Fa3ek-YDA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ftv5R06cIkraYJVokrCj8bZICDYyAuXpLHKSic1U0cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap19-frq-seminar.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap19-apc-seminar-eoc-a.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap19-apc-seminar-eoc-a.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap19-apc-seminar-eoc-b.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap19-apc-seminar-eoc-b.pdf

